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that the lights of the Liberal Party had prepared a
banquet in his honour; that banquet was to take
place at the Reform Club on February 22.

He accepted both invitations. He told Lord Beacons-
field that he would be delighted to go to Russia ; and
he told the Liberals that he would be honoured to
attend their banquet. ' There was/ he confessed,
* something rather comical in my position at the
Reform Club banquet, and my speech on that occasion
was not the easiest that I have had to make/ Yet in
fact the Liberals (who were being assailed by Con-
servative propagandists as Little Englanders) were not
at all disinclined to advertise their most successful
Imperialist; and Lord Dufferin was glad to have an
occasion on which to justify his accepting a post under
Lord Beaconsfield. He assured the Reform Club that
the post of Ambassador was one * which is regarded,
and as I think is rightly and conveniently regarded,
as lying outside the sphere of party politics at home *,
And he at the same time reaffirmed his loyalty to the
Liberal Party and his strict adherence to liberal prin-
ciples. The speech was well received :

* A little constraint' (wrote The Times on February
23) * was inevitable in the speeches of politicians who
have been used to condemn unsparingly the policy of
which Lord Dufferin has now become the accredited
agent. Lord Dufferin has himself a well-merited reputation
for tact; but his manly candour stood him in better
stead than all the subtleties of Talleyrand. He asserted
not only his Liberal convictions but his determination to
share the political fortunes of his party.'

There remained Mr. Gladstone. Lord Dufferin was
uncertain how the Liberal leader, who at the moment